HUMAN

Human Setilement means cluster of dwellings
of any type or size where human befngs live.
For this purpose, people may erect houses and
other structures and command some area ar
territory as thelr economic support-hase. Thus,
the: process of settlement inherently involves
grouping of people and apporttontng of termtory
as their resource base.

Settiemments yary in size and type: They
range from a hamlet to metropolitan cittes. With
stre, the eoomomic charmacter and soctal strachire
of settiements changes and so do its eoology and
technelogy. Settlements could be small and
sparsely spaced: they may alse be large and
closely spaced. The sparsely loeated small
settlements are called villages, speclalising in
agricniture or other primary activities. On the
other hand, there are fewer but larger settlements
which are termed as urban settliements
spectalising insecondany and tertiany activities.
The baste differences between mural and urban
settlemients are as follows ;

* The roral settlemenis derive their life

suppori or bastc economic needs from

land based primary econcmic activities,
whereas, urtan settlements, depend on
processing of taw materdals and
manufacturing of fnlshed gonds on the
ene hand and a varlety of services on the
nther

* (Cities act as aodes of economic growth,
provide goods and services not only to
urban dwellers it also to the people of
the rural settlements in thetr hinteriands
in return for food and mw matenals. This
functional relationship between the urban
and rural settlements takes place through
transpart and commumication network.

* Rurmal and urban settlements differ tn
terms of soctal relattonship. attitude and
outlook. Rural people are less motitle and
therefore, soctal relations among them are
intimate. In arban areas, on the otlwer
hand. way of life 1s complex and fast, and
soctal relations ame formal.

Types of Rural Settlement

Types of the settlement are determitned by the
cxtenit of the butlt-up area amd Inter-house
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distance, In India compact or clustered villade
of a few hundred houses is a rather universal
feature. particularly tn the northem plains.
However, there are several areas, which have
nther forms of rural settlement=s. There are
various factors and conditions responsible for
having different types of ruml settiements 1o
Indta. These tnclude: ) physical features —
nature of terratn, altitnde, cltmate and
avatlability of water (ii] cultural and ethenie
factars — soctal structure. caste and refiglon
(i) security factors - defence against thefis and
raobbertes, Hural setilements 1n India ecan
broaidly be put into four types:

+ Clustered. agsglomerated or nucleated.

= Semd-clustered or fmgmented,

+ [amleted, and

* Dispersed or isolated.

Clustered Settiements

The clostered murml settlement & 2 compact or
closely butlt up area of houses, In this vpe of
village the general Uving area ts distincd and
separated from the surmoundng farms, bams
anil pastures. The closely tallt-up srea amd {is

Iritervening strects present some recosntsable
piallernn or deometric shape, such as
rectandular, rardtal, inea, cte. Such settlemesits
are denerdlly foumnd i fertile allipvial plalns and
i1t the northeastern states. Somelimes. people
Itve In compact village for securtty or defence
reasons, such as (n the Bundellchand reglon of
crealrml Indla and i Nagatand, In Rajasthan,
scarelly ol waler has necesslilated compact
settiement lor maxtmum ntilisation of avallable
WHiST resouroes.
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Seml-Clustered Settlements

Semi-clustered or frmgmented settlements may
result from tendency of clustering In a
restricted area of dispersed setflement. More
aften such a pattern may also result from
segregation or fragmentation of a larpe compact
village. |n this case, one of more sections of
the village society chionse or ts forced fo live a
little away from the main cluster or village. In
such cases. generally. the land-owning and
domtnant community occupies the central part
af the main village, whereas people of lower
sirata of society and mental workers settle i
the outer flanks of the village. Such settiements
are widespread m the Gujarat piatn and some
parts of Rajasthan.

Fig. 2.2 - Semi-clustered settiemenis
Hamleted Settlements

Sometimes sstllement 1s fragmented fnto several
units physically separaied] from each other
biearing i comumon naEme. These units are localy
called panma. parw. palll, nagla, dhani, ete. in
vartons parns of the couniry. This sepmentation
of @ lange village b= often motivated by sociil
and ethmile factors. Such villages are more
frequently found in the mididie and lower Gang:
plain, Chhattisgarh and lower valieys of the
Himalayas.

Dispersed Settlements

DMispersed or tsolated settlement palterm in India
appears n the form of 1solated huts or hamlets
of few huts tn remate fungles, or on small hills
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with farme orf pastuds on theslspes. Exreme
dispersion of setlement Is offten caussd hy
extremelyfragmented natures of the terrain: and
landl rescures base of habitabie-areas. Many
areas of Meghalava, Uttargkhand, Himachal
Pradesh and Keralz have this type of settlement,

Urban Settlements

Uniiks Tural settsmenis. urban sSElcments ale
gensrally compact and larger in size They are
engagsd In a variety of non-agricultural,
eoonomie and adminismative functions. As
mentioned earller, elties are funetienzily linked
to rural arcas around them Thus. exchangsof
goods and services is performed sometimes
directly and sometimes through a setiss of
mmarket tovmns and coltiss. Thus, pitles are
connecied direetly aswell as indirectlywith the
villages and alsc with each other.
=== B

The cansus of India; 1921 defines urban
zetllements as "All places which have
miunicipality, .,nr[:aafatrm canlenment board oc
natified town area commifies and have a mirimum
ppulstion of S000 persons. 3t lzast TS percant
of mals workers ars engaged Ih non-agriculturs
plrsiits ahd a derisity of populabon of al least
400 persons persquarskilometer s= urkan

Evolution of Towns In India

Towns flourished sincs prehistoric times .
india Even at the time of Indus valley
civillsation. towns Uke Harappa and
Mohanloedarwm wereln existencs. The ollowing
perind has wimessed svolution of towns. It
cortihied with periodle ups and downs Lt
the arrival o Europeans o India in ths
eighteenth century. ‘On the basis of thelr

evolution {n different perinds, Indfan towns may
be olasaified as:

* Ancisnt twns
s Modem fooms,

s Medis=l touns. and

Ancient Tonms

ToeEre are number of towns in India having
historical background spanning over 2000
vears Most of ihem developed as religlous and
culturpal estrizes. Varanad s gne of the Imporiant
towns among thescs. Fravag [Allahabed],
Famlipntra [Fama). Madural are apme otiter
czampics of ancient wownhsin the counay,

Medieval Towns

About 100 of the existing towns have helr roots
In e medieval period. Mest of them deeioped
a5 headquarters of prinelpalities and kingdoms
These are fort owns which came up ‘on the
Tulns of andlent wens, Imporiant among thend
are Delhl Hyderabad. Jalpur. Lucknow. Agra
and Nagpur.

Moder: Towns

The British and other Europeans have
developed a number of towns in India

Starting their foothold on coastal locations,
they first developed some trading ports such
as Surat Daman. Goa Pondichsmy, ete, The
Eritish st eonselidated their hold around
thres-prificinal nodes — Mumbal [Bombay),
Chemnnal (Madras), and Eolkat (Calowtta) —
and bullt them In the British sivie. Rapidiv
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sxtending thelr domination sither directivor
through control over the princely states, they
eatablichcd thelr admitnlstratve centres RHill-
[EWTEs a5 SUIMIEET reanrts. and added neww eivil

= view ol the modern ety
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Tahe 2.1 : India - Trends of Urbanisation 1901-2011

Year Kumsber of Urban Populatiog % of Total Decennial
e i : Posieilativs i)
1601 12T 45 #5149 L84 —
101 1.616 50dl 6 i an 0,46
1) 1144 8 I8 547
11331 2072 A, A 56.0 1144 [ P
1041 2250 44,1533 17,86 3107
1051 2,841 G437 17.20 4142
1061 2,365 TH O35 6 1707 2641
1071 2,500 |14 104l 38473
Jak | NAT8 1.58. 440 29,34 45,14
1091 4 2176 25.71 0847
2K 5. 161 % 85 865 4778 5113
2011 6,171 LT 31.16 %E.UR

“Souroe: Cenessed of fdi, 2001 hlip ¢ futsoocensns uuilrjgx-.mi'ﬁui:mn_u

admimstrative and military arcas to them.
Towns based on medern Industries also
evolved after 1850, Jomshedpur can be cited
as an exampie.

After tindependence. a larde number of towns
have been developed as admindstrative
headgquarnters, e.g., Chandigarh, Bhubaneswar,
Gandhinagar, Dispur, etc., and indusirial
centres. such as Durgapur, Bhilal, Sindr,
Barmuml. Some old towns also developed as
satellite towns around metropalttan eibes. such
as Ghaztabad, Rohtak, Gurugram around
Dl With Increastng tnvestment in rurml areas,
a large number of metdium and small lowns
have developed all over the country.

Urbanisation in India

The level of urbanisation is measured In
terms of percentage of urban population to
total populatton. The level of urhantsation in
Indta tn 2011 was 31.16 per cent, which ts
guite low In comparison Lo developed
countries. Total urban population has
increased eleven-fold durtng the twentieth
century. Enlargement of urban centres and
emergence of new towns have playved a
significant role in the growth of urban
population and urbanisation tn the country.
(Table 2.1), But the growith rate of
urbantsation has slowed down during last

two decades,
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Functional Classification of Towns

Apart from thetr mie as centrat or nodal places,
many owns and cliles periorm specialised
servires: Some towns and cities specialise in
certain fmnctons and they are known for
some speciiie activities. products or services.
However, each town performs a number of
huncttens. On the basis of dominant or
spetlalised linctlons, [tidian clies and lowmns
carn be broadly classtlied as follows:

Adminisirative lotwns aned offes

Towns supporting administrative headqguariers
ol higher order are adminbstrative towns, such
as Chandigarh, New Delhit, Bhopal. Shillong,
Guwaliall, Imphal. Srnagar, Gandhinagar,
Jatpur. Chenna, efe.

Industnal tomens

Industries constitute prime motive force of these
cities, such as Mumbal. Salem, Codmbatare,
Maodinagar. Jamshedpur, Hugll, Blalal ete.

Transport Cities
They may be ports primarily engasged i export
and Imporl activities such as Kandla, Kochehl,

Kozhikode, Vishakhapatnam., ete,, or Inibs of
inland transport, such as Agra, Dhulla,

Mughalsaral, ltarst, Eatm, elc.
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Commercial toumns

Towns and cities specialistng in trade and
commerce are kept in this class, Kolkata.
Sahamanpur, Satna, ete., are some examples.

Mining towns
These towns have developed in mineral fch

areas such as Ranlgan], Jharta. Dighol,
Anlaaleshwar, Singrauli, ete.

Gammisson Candommend tolons
Thise towns cmerged as garrisson towns such
as Amibala. Jalandhar, Mhow, Babina,

Udhsmpur. ele.
e

Smart Cites Miosion

The cbisctive of the Sriar Cities Mission
s to ptomate cities thal provide core
infrasiructure, a clean and sustainable
environment and give a decant guality of
life toits aibzens. Ons of the features of
Smart Cities s toapply smart solutions o
mfrastrueture and senvices in order to make
tham better For example, makng sreas
less vulharabie to dsasters. wsing fewer ‘
resouites and provading cheaper sarvces
The fcus 15 on sustainble and inclissive y
development and the ides is 1o look at
compact areas, create 2 ealicable model
which will act like & lighthouse to other
aspinng ciliss.

fa) Agra
() Bhopal

EXERCISES

1. Choose the right stssers ol e following mom the gheen options:
1) Which oo of the following towns is NOT located on a river bank?

o
List the Ul‘ll-ﬁh &gglﬂmemﬁnnﬂcjﬂﬂ
#tute-iiin iml see tHﬁ lthft#.rilﬂ

Edueational toumns

Starting as centres of education, some of the
towns have grown Into major campus lowns,
such as Roorki, Varanast, Allgarh, Pilang,
Allahabad, ele.

Retigiows and cullural (owns

Varanasi. Mathura. Amritsar, Madurat, Pari.
Ajmer, Pushkar, Thupati, Kumikshetra,
Haridwar, Ufjatn came to prominence due to
thetr rellgons feulturs] signtficance,

Tourist toipns

Nainital, Mussoorie, Shimia, Pachmarhi,
Jodhpur, Jalsalmer, Udagamandalam (Ooty),
Mount Abu are some of e tourst destinations.

The cities are not statie in thetr imction. The
functions change due to thetr dynamic nature,

Even spectaltsed cities, as they grow into
metrapalises become multfunctional wherein
indusiry, business, admintstration, transport,
ete., become important. The functions get so
intertwined that the ety can not be categortsed
in a particular functional class.

Paino
Holksitn
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il Which one of the following 15 NOT the part of the definttion of a lown as
per the census of Indin?
(n)  Population density of 400 persons per sq km.
3] Preserice of munizipsility, corpdration, ete.
fe}  More than 75% of the popuktion engaged n primary sector.
() Population size of more than 5,000 persons,
(iid)  toowhich one of the following eovirmmnents does ooe expect the presence
of dispersed mural settements?
Ial  Alluwial plains ol Girgn
(b) At ard semi-arid reglons of Rajusthon
el Lower valleys of Himatayns
[di Foresis and hills i norch-cast
2. Answer the following questions b about 30 words.
) What are garrisson lowns? What |s thelr fonction?
[ Wlmimﬁwmnﬁlﬁwlumfmthnhmﬂunuhﬂhgﬁmdmmrq]ﬂm?
3. Answer (he [ollowing questons In about 150 worsds.

1) Disriiss the features of different types of numl setllements, Whal -n.-ﬂu*

factors responsible for the selilement pullerns in :ﬁﬂhmm, phystml
envirprments?

(L mmmmmﬂmwmmﬁ?wlmﬂw
citics become multl Rmctiona?




